Thursday July 2, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 17
Leader:
Family:

I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
Turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.
Show me the wonders of your great love,
You who save by your right hand
Keep me as the apple of your eye;
Hide me in the shadow of your wings
From the wicked who are out to destroy me,
From my mortal enemies who surround me.
As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face;
When I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 5:1-12
5 After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to
Ashdod. 2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon.
3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his
face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! They took Dagon and put him back in his
place. 4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face
on the ground before the ark of the Lord! His head and hands had been broken off and
were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. 5 That is why to this day neither the
priests of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the
threshold.
6 The Lord’s hand was heavy on the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought
devastation on them and afflicted them with tumors. 7 When the people of Ashdod saw
what was happening, they said, “The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us,
because his hand is heavy on us and on Dagon our god.” 8 So they called together all
the rulers of the Philistines and asked them, “What shall we do with the ark of the god of
Israel?”
They answered, “Have the ark of the god of Israel moved to Gath.” So they moved
the ark of the God of Israel.
9 But after they had moved it, the Lord’s hand was against that city, throwing it into a
great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of
tumors. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron.
As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have
brought the ark of the god of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.” 11 So they

called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the god of
Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us and our people.” For death
had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy on it. 12 Those who did not die
were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did God do to the statue of Dagon to show that Dagon was a false
god?
For the grownups: The ark didn’t save the Israelite army in yesterday’s reading. Why
does it suddenly seem so powerful now?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
All praise to God who reigns above,
The God of all creation,
The God of wonders, pow'r, and love,
The God of our salvation!
With healing balm my soul he fills,
The God who ev'ry sorrow stills -To God all praise and glory!
(CW 236)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
God knows very well this perverseness of the world; therefore He admonishes and
urges by commandments that everyone consider what his parents have done for him,
and he will find that he has from them body and life, moreover, that he has been fed
and reared when otherwise he would have perished a hundred times in his own filth.
Therefore it is a true and good saying of old and wise men: Deo, parentibus et magistris
non potest satis gratiae rependi, that is, To God, to parents, and to teachers we can
never render suﬃcient gratitude and compensation. He that regards and considers this
will indeed without compulsion do all honor to his parents, and bear them up on his
hands as those through whom God has done him all good.
Over and above all this, another great reason that should incite us the more [to
obedience to this commandment] is that God attaches to this commandment a
temporal promise and says: That thou mayest live long upon the land which the Lord,
thy God, giveth thee.

