Saturday July 18, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 112
Leader:
Family:

How blessed is a man who fears the LORD.
In his commands he delights greatly.
Surely he will never fall.
The righteous will be remembered forever.
He will not fear bad news. His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
His heart is secure.
He will have no fear,
Until he looks in triumph on his foes.
He scatters seed—
He gives to the poor.
His righteousness stands forever.
His horn will be lifted high in glory. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 24:1-22
24 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the
Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and
set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.
3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is
the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands
for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut oﬀ a corner
of Saul’s robe.
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut oﬀ a corner of his robe.
6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the
Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7 With these
words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul
left the cave and went his way.
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When
Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the
ground. 9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming
you’? 10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into
my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay
my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this
piece of your robe in my hand! I cut oﬀ the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See
that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I

have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 12 May the Lord
judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to
me, but my hand will not touch you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come
evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you.
14 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead
dog? A flea? 15 May the Lord be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my
cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”
16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?”
And he wept aloud. 17 “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me
well, but I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now told me about the good you did
to me; the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 19 When a man
finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the Lord reward you well for
the way you treated me today. 20 I know that you will surely be king and that the
kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 21 Now swear to me by the Lord
that you will not kill oﬀ my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.”
22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men
went up to the stronghold.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How did David show love and respect to Saul, even though Saul was his
enemy?
For the grownups: What eﬀect did David’s mercy have on Saul? How would acting like
David toward your enemies go against conventional wisdom?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
The man is ever blest
Who shuns the sinners’ ways,
Among their counsels never stands,
Nor takes the scorners’ place.
(CW 439)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
* Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore God also rightly calls all those murderers who do not aﬀord counsel and help
in distress and danger of body and life, and will pass a most terrible sentence upon
them in the last day, as Christ Himself has announced when He shall say, Matt. 25:42f:
I was an hungered, and ye gave Me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink; I
was a stranger, and ye took Me not in; naked, and ye clothed Me not; sick and in
prison, and ye visited Me not. That is: You would have suﬀered Me and Mine to die of
hunger, thirst, and cold, would have suﬀered the wild beasts to tear us to pieces, or left
us to rot in prison or perish in distress. What else is that but to reproach them as
murderers and bloodhounds? For although you have not actually done all this, you
have nevertheless, so far as you were concerned, suﬀered him to pine and perish in
misfortune.

It is just as if I saw someone navigating and laboring in deep water [and struggling
against adverse winds] or one fallen into fire, and could extend to him the hand to pull
him out and save him, and yet refused to do it. What else would I appear, even in the
eyes of the world, than as a murderer and a criminal?

