Friday July 17, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 16
Leader:
Family:

Guard me, O God,
For I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord.
I have no good apart from you.”
Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad,
And my whole being rejoices. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 22:1-23
22 David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and his
father’s household heard about it, they went down to him there. 2 All those who were in
distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became their
commander. About four hundred men were with him.
3 From there David went to Mizpah in Moab and said to the king of Moab, “Would
you let my father and mother come and stay with you until I learn what God will do for
me?” 4 So he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him as long as
David was in the stronghold.
5 But the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in the stronghold. Go into the land
of Judah.” So David left and went to the forest of Hereth.
6 Now Saul heard that David and his men had been discovered. And Saul was
seated, spear in hand, under the tamarisk tree on the hill at Gibeah, with all his oﬃcials
standing at his side. 7 He said to them, “Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the son of Jesse
give all of you fields and vineyards? Will he make all of you commanders of thousands
and commanders of hundreds? 8 Is that why you have all conspired against me? No
one tells me when my son makes a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you is
concerned about me or tells me that my son has incited my servant to lie in wait for
me, as he does today.”
9 But Doeg the Edomite, who was standing with Saul’s oﬃcials, said, “I saw the son
of Jesse come to Ahimelek son of Ahitub at Nob. 10 Ahimelek inquired of the Lord for
him; he also gave him provisions and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”
11 Then the king sent for the priest Ahimelek son of Ahitub and all the men of his
family, who were the priests at Nob, and they all came to the king. 12 Saul said, “Listen
now, son of Ahitub.”
“Yes, my lord,” he answered.

13 Saul

said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse,
giving him bread and a sword and inquiring of God for him, so that he has rebelled
against me and lies in wait for me, as he does today?”
14 Ahimelek answered the king, “Who of all your servants is as loyal as David, the
king’s son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard and highly respected in your household?
15 Was that day the first time I inquired of God for him? Of course not! Let not the king
accuse your servant or any of his father’s family, for your servant knows nothing at all
about this whole aﬀair.”
16 But the king said, “You will surely die, Ahimelek, you and your whole family.”
17 Then the king ordered the guards at his side: “Turn and kill the priests of the Lord,
because they too have sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell
me.”
But the king’s oﬃcials were unwilling to raise a hand to strike the priests of the
Lord.
18 The king then ordered Doeg, “You turn and strike down the priests.” So Doeg the
Edomite turned and struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five men who wore
the linen ephod. 19 He also put to the sword Nob, the town of the priests, with its men
and women, its children and infants, and its cattle, donkeys and sheep.
20 But one son of Ahimelek son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled to join
David. 21 He told David that Saul had killed the priests of the Lord. 22 Then David said to
Abiathar, “That day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he would be sure to tell
Saul. I am responsible for the death of your whole family. 23 Stay with me; don’t be
afraid. The man who wants to kill you is trying to kill me too. You will be safe with me.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What evil thing does Saul command his men to do?
For the grownups: How does David display his love for his family and his trust in God?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me

this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Lord, take my hand and lead me
Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.
Without your grace and favor
I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.
(CW 439)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore the entire sum of what it means not to kill is to be impressed most explicitly
upon the simple- minded. In the first place, that we harm no one, first, with our hand or
by deed. Then, that we do not employ our tongue to instigate or counsel thereto.
Further, that we neither use nor assent to any kind of means or methods whereby any
one may be injured. And finally, that the heart be not ill disposed toward any one, nor
from anger and hatred wish him ill, so that body and soul may be innocent in regard to

everyone, but especially those who wish you evil or inflict such upon you. For to do evil
to one who wishes and does you good is not human, but diabolical.
Secondly, under this commandment not only he is guilty who does evil to his neighbor,
but he also who can do him good, prevent, resist evil, defend and save him, so that no
bodily harm or hurt happen to him, and yet does not do it. If, therefore, you send away
one that is naked when you could clothe him, you have caused him to freeze to death;
if you see one suﬀer hunger and do not give him food, you have caused him to starve.
So also, if you see any one innocently sentenced to death or in like distress, and do not
save him, although you know ways and means to do so, you have killed him. And it will
not avail you to make the pretext that you did not aﬀord any help, counsel, or aid
thereto, for you have withheld your love from him and deprived him of the benefit
whereby his life would have been saved.

