Tuesday July 14, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 47
Leader:
Family:

All you peoples, clap your hands!
Shout to God! Sing a loud song!
Yes, the LORD Most High is awesome.
He is the great King over all the earth!
God reigns as king over the nations.
God is seated on his holy throne.
Yes, the shields of the earth belong to God.
He is greatly exalted. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 18:1-21
18 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David,
and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let
him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he
loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took oﬀ the robe he was wearing and gave it to David,
along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.
5 Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a
high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s oﬃcers as well.
6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the
women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and
dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang:
“Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands.”
8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David
with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he
get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.
10 The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying
in his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his
hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded
him twice.
12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had departed from
Saul. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men,
and David led the troops in their campaigns. 14 In everything he did he had great
success, because the Lord was with him. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he
was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their
campaigns.

17 Saul

said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab. I will give her to you in
marriage; only serve me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.” For Saul said to
himself, “I will not raise a hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!”
18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my family or my clan in Israel, that
I should become the king’s son-in-law?” 19 So when the time came for Merab, Saul’s
daughter, to be given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah.
20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with David, and when they told Saul
about it, he was pleased. 21 “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that she may be a
snare to him and so that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said
to David, “Now you have a second opportunity to become my son-in-law.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why did Saul hate David?
For the grownups: How can unbelief lead to paranoia like Saul’s?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
I leave all things to God's direction;
He loves me both in wealth and woe.
His will is good, sure his aﬀection;
His tender love is true, I know.
My fortress and my rock is he:
What pleases God, that pleases me.
(CW 414)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the tune and words in the video are slightly diﬀerent from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
Thou shalt not kill.
We have now completed both the spiritual and the temporal government, that is, the
divine and the paternal authority and obedience. But here now we go forth from our
house among our neighbors to learn how we should live with one another, everyone
himself toward his neighbor. Therefore God and government are not included in this
commandment, nor is the power to kill, which they have, taken away. For God has
delegated His authority to punish evil- doers to the government instead of parents, who
aforetime (as we read in Moses) were required to bring their own children to judgment
and sentence them to death. Therefore, what is here forbidden is forbidden to the
individual in his relation to any one else, and not to the government.
Now this commandment is easy enough, and has been often treated, because we hear
it annually in the Gospel of St. Matthew 5:21ﬀ, where Christ Himself explains and sums
it up, namely, that we must not kill, neither with hand, heart, mouth, signs, gestures,
help, nor counsel. Therefore it is here forbidden to everyone to be angry, except those
(as we said) who are in the place of God, that is, parents and the government. For it is
proper for God and for everyone who is in a divine estate to be angry, to reprove and
punish, namely, on account of those very persons who transgress this and the other
commandments.

