Saturday July 11, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 119
Leader:
Family:

Your hands made me and established me.
Give me understanding.
I know, LORD, that your judgments are righteous.
In faithfulness you have aﬄicted me.
Please let your mercy be my comfort.
According to your saying to your servant.
Let your abundant compassion come to me that I may live,
Because your law is my delight. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Samuel 16:1-13
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected
him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to
Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint
for me the one I indicate.”
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed
stands here before the Lord.”
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel
said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by,
but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So
he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a
fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers,
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then
went to Ramah.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Which of Jesse’s sons did God chose to be the next king?
For the grownups: What is diﬀerent about how God looks at a person from how we
might judge a person?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise!
(CW 240)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
In addition, it would be well to preach to the parents also, and such as bear their oﬃce,
as to how they should deport themselves toward those who are committed to them for
their government. For although this is not expressed in the Ten Commandments, it is
nevertheless abundantly enjoined in many places in the Scripture. And God desires to
have it embraced in this commandment when He speaks of father and mother. For He
does not wish to have in this oﬃce and government knaves and tyrants; nor does He
assign to them this honor, that is, power and authority to govern, that they should have
themselves worshiped; but they should consider that they are under obligations of
obedience to God; and that, first of all, they should earnestly and faithfully discharge
their oﬃce, not only to support and provide for the bodily necessities of their children,
servants, subjects, etc., but, most of all, to train them to the honor and praise of God.
Therefore do not think that this is left to your pleasure and arbitrary will, but that it is a
strict command and injunction of God, to whom also you must give account for it.
But here again the sad plight arises that no one perceives or heeds this, and all live on
as though God gave us children for our pleasure or amusement, and servants that we
should employ them like a cow or ass, only for work, or as though we were only to
gratify our wantonness with our subjects, ignoring them, as though it were no concern
of ours what they learn or how they live; and no one is willing to see that this is the
command of the Supreme Majesty, who will most strictly call us to account and punish
us for it; nor that there is so great need to be so seriously concerned about the young.

