Saturday August 8, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 119
Leader:
Family:

My eyes wear out,
As I watch for your salvation and your righteousness.
Deal with your servant according to your mercy,
And teach me your statutes.
I am your serfvant. Give me discernment,
So that I may know your testimonies. Amen.

2 Make

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 7:2-16

room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no
one, we have exploited no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before
that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. 4 I have
spoken to you with great frankness; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged;
in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.
5 For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at
every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the
downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also
by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep
sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.
8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I
see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while—9 yet now I am happy, not
because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you
became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly
sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly
sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what
earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have
proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was
neither on account of the one who did the wrong nor on account of the injured party,
but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are.
13 By all this we are encouraged.
In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how
happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 14 I had boasted to
him about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to
you was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be true as well. 15 And
his aﬀection for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all obedient,
receiving him with fear and trembling. 16 I am glad I can have complete confidence in
you.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What are some positive things you can do when troubled or upset?
For the grownups: What gives pastors (like the Apostle Paul and your pastors today) a
large dose of encouragement as they carry out their ministry?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Through Jesus' blood and merit I am at peace with God;
What, then, can daunt my spirit, However dark my road?
My courage shall not fail me, For God is on my side;
Though hell itself assail me, Its rage I may deride.
Nor any creature ever Shall from the love of God
This child of heaven sever, For in my Savior's blood
This love has its foundation -- God hears my faithful prayer -And as his new creation Keeps me his child and heir.
(CW446:1,4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Now, since this commandment is so far-reaching [and comprehensive], as just
indicated, it is necessary to urge it well and to explain it to the common people, not to
let them go on in their wantonness and security, but always to place before their eyes
the wrath of God, and inculcate the same. For we have to preach this not to Christians,
but chiefly to knaves and scoundrels, to whom it would be more fitting for judges,
jailers, or Master Hannes [the executioner] to preach. 233] Therefore let everyone know
that it is his duty, at the risk of God's displeasure, not only to do no injury to his
neighbor, nor to deprive him of gain, nor to perpetrate any act of unfaithfulness or
malice in any bargain or trade, but faithfully to preserve his property for him, to secure
and promote his advantage, especially when one accepts money, wages, and one's
livelihood for such service.

