Friday August 7, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 140
Leader:
Family:

Keep me safe, LORD, from the evil man.
Protect me from the violent man.
I say to the Lord, “You are my God.”
Hear, O LORD, the sound of my cry for mercy.
Surely the righteous will give thanks to your name.
The upright will live in your presence. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Chronicles 29:1-19
29 Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah.
2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father David had done.
3 In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the doors of the temple of
the Lord and repaired them. 4 He brought in the priests and the Levites, assembled
them in the square on the east side 5 and said: “Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate
yourselves now and consecrate the temple of the Lord, the God of your ancestors.
Remove all defilement from the sanctuary. 6 Our parents were unfaithful; they did evil in
the eyes of the Lord our God and forsook him. They turned their faces away from the
Lord’s dwelling place and turned their backs on him. 7 They also shut the doors of the
portico and put out the lamps. They did not burn incense or present any burnt oﬀerings
at the sanctuary to the God of Israel. 8 Therefore, the anger of the Lord has fallen on
Judah and Jerusalem; he has made them an object of dread and horror and scorn, as
you can see with your own eyes. 9 This is why our fathers have fallen by the sword and
why our sons and daughters and our wives are in captivity. 10 Now I intend to make a
covenant with the Lord, the God of Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from
us. 11 My sons, do not be negligent now, for the Lord has chosen you to stand before
him and serve him, to minister before him and to burn incense.”
12 Then these Levites set to work:
from the Kohathites,
Mahath son of Amasai and Joel son of Azariah;
from the Merarites,
Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Jehallelel;
from the Gershonites,
Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah;
13 from the descendants of Elizaphan,
Shimri and Jeiel;
from the descendants of Asaph,
Zechariah and Mattaniah;

14 from

the descendants of Heman,
Jehiel and Shimei;
from the descendants of Jeduthun,
Shemaiah and Uzziel.
15 When they had assembled their fellow Levites and consecrated themselves, they
went in to purify the temple of the Lord, as the king had ordered, following the word of
the Lord. 16 The priests went into the sanctuary of the Lord to purify it. They brought out
to the courtyard of the Lord’s temple everything unclean that they found in the temple
of the Lord. The Levites took it and carried it out to the Kidron Valley. 17 They began the
consecration on the first day of the first month, and by the eighth day of the month
they reached the portico of the Lord. For eight more days they consecrated the temple
of the Lord itself, finishing on the sixteenth day of the first month.
18 Then they went in to King Hezekiah and reported: “We have purified the entire
temple of the Lord, the altar of burnt oﬀering with all its utensils, and the table for
setting out the consecrated bread, with all its articles. 19 We have prepared and
consecrated all the articles that King Ahaz removed in his unfaithfulness while he was
king. They are now in front of the Lord’s altar.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What kind of king was King Hezekiah?
For the grownups: Why was the Lord’s temple in Hezekiah’s day in such drastic need
of cleansing?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
To your temple I draw near;
Lord, I love to worship here.
Here are sacrament and Word;
Here believers meet their Lord.
I through Christ am reconciled;
I through Christ become your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace
In your courts to seek your face.
(CW226:1,2)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
This is, in short, the course of the world: whoever can steal and rob openly goes free
and secure, unmolested by any one, and even demands that he be honored.
Meanwhile the little sneak-thieves, who have once trespassed, must bear the shame
and punishment to render the former godly and honorable. But let them know that in
the sight of God they are the greatest thieves, and that He will punish them as they are
worthy and deserve.

