Thursday August 6, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 75
Leader:
Family:

We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks.
Your wonderful deeds reveal that your name is near.
“Yes, I choose the appointed time.
I am the one who judges rightly.”
As for me, I will proclaim this forever.
I will make music for the God of Jacob. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 1:1-11

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia:
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.
5 For just as we share abundantly in the suﬀerings of Christ, so also our comfort
abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we
are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the
same suﬀerings we suﬀer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as
you share in our suﬀerings, so also you share in our comfort.
8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we
experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our
ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received
the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on
God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will
deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as
you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How does the Lord continually comfort us?
For the grownups: What are some situation sin which we wii bring God’s comfort to
our fellow believers?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
"Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace," so says our God.
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows' load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”
(CW11)
A setting of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore they are also called swivel-chair robbers, land- and highway-robbers, not
pick-locks and sneak- thieves who snatch away the ready cash, but who sit on the
chair [at home] and are styled great noblemen, and honorable, pious citizens, and yet
rob and steal under a good pretext. Yes, here we might be silent about the trifling
individual thieves if we were to attack the great, powerful arch-thieves with whom lords
and princes keep company, who daily plunder not only a city or two, but all Germany.
Yea, where should we place the head and supreme protector of all thieves, the Holy
Chair at Rome with all its retinue, which has grabbed by theft the wealth of all the
world, and holds it to this day?

