Wednesday August 5, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 70
Leader:
Family:

Hurry, God! Rescue me!
LORD, hurry to help me!
May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
May those who love your salvation always say, “Let God be exalted!”
God, hurry to me. You are my help and my deliverer.
O LORD, do not delay. Amen.

Bible Reading - 1 Chronicles 22:1-19

Then David said, “The house of the Lord God is to be here, and also the altar of burnt
oﬀering for Israel.”
2 So David gave orders to assemble the foreigners residing in Israel, and from
among them he appointed stonecutters to prepare dressed stone for building the
house of God. 3 He provided a large amount of iron to make nails for the doors of the
gateways and for the fittings, and more bronze than could be weighed. 4 He also
provided more cedar logs than could be counted, for the Sidonians and Tyrians had
brought large numbers of them to David.
5 David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house to be
built for the Lord should be of great magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of
all the nations. Therefore I will make preparations for it.” So David made extensive
preparations before his death.
6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house for the Lord,
the God of Israel. 7 David said to Solomon: “My son, I had it in my heart to build a
house for the Name of the Lord my God. 8 But this word of the Lord came to me: ‘You
have shed much blood and have fought many wars. You are not to build a house for
my Name, because you have shed much blood on the earth in my sight. 9 But you will
have a son who will be a man of peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his
enemies on every side. His name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel peace and
quiet during his reign. 10 He is the one who will build a house for my Name. He will be
my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel
forever.’
11 “Now, my son, the Lord be with you, and may you have success and build the
house of the Lord your God, as he said you would. 12 May the Lord give you discretion
and understanding when he puts you in command over Israel, so that you may keep
the law of the Lord your God. 13 Then you will have success if you are careful to
observe the decrees and laws that the Lord gave Moses for Israel. Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged.

14 “I

have taken great pains to provide for the temple of the Lord a hundred
thousand talents of gold, a million talents of silver, quantities of bronze and iron too
great to be weighed, and wood and stone. And you may add to them. 15 You have
many workers: stonecutters, masons and carpenters, as well as those skilled in every
kind of work 16 in gold and silver, bronze and iron—craftsmen beyond number. Now
begin the work, and the Lord be with you.”
17 Then David ordered all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon. 18 He said to
them, “Is not the Lord your God with you? And has he not granted you rest on every
side? For he has given the inhabitants of the land into my hands, and the land is
subject to the Lord and to his people. 19 Now devote your heart and soul to seeking the
Lord your God. Begin to build the sanctuary of the Lord God, so that you may bring the
ark of the covenant of the Lord and the sacred articles belonging to God into the
temple that will be built for the Name of the Lord.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Though King David will not be the one to build the Temple, what does he
provide to help with the building project?
For the grownups: Why do you suppose David is so generous in giving to the Temple
Building Fund?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Brothers, sisters, let us gladly
Give to God our all, our best -Service hearty, thorough, honest,
With a living love impressed.
All our duty, all our striving,
All our time to him belong;
Praise him, then, with true devotion;
Come before him with a song.
By his mercy, by his bounty,
By the gift of Christ, his Son,
What great goodness he has shown us,
What high marvels he has done!
Let us to him promptly, freely,
Yield our bodies and our souls,
Thankful that his love protects us,
That his wisdom all controls.
(CW484:1,2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Furthermore, in the market and in common trade likewise, this practice is in full swing
and force to the greatest extent, where one openly defrauds another with bad
merchandise, false measures, weights, coins, and by nimbleness and queer finances or
dexterous tricks takes advantage of him; likewise, when one overcharges a person in a

trade and wantonly drives a hard bargain, skins and distresses him. And who can
recount or think of all these things? To sum up, this is the commonest craft and the
largest guild on earth, and if we regard the world throughout all conditions of life, it is
nothing else than a vast, wide stall, full of great thieves.

