Monday August 31, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 34
Leader:
Family:

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears.
From all their distress he delivers them.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted.
He saves those whose spirits have been crushed.
Many are the troubles of the righteous,
But the LORD delivers him from them all. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Kings 4:1-17
4 The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your
servant my husband is dead, and you know that he revered the Lord. But now his
creditor is coming to take my two boys as his slaves.”
2 Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your
house?”
“Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.”
3 Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for
just a few. 4 Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into
all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to one side.”
5 She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to
her and she kept pouring. 6 When all the jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring me
another one.”
But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing.
7 She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your
debts. You and your sons can live on what is left.”
8 One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged
him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat. 9 She said to
her husband, “I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God.
10 Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a
lamp for him. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.”
11 One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room and lay down there. 12 He
said to his servant Gehazi, “Call the Shunammite.” So he called her, and she stood
before him. 13 Elisha said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now
what can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or the commander
of the army?’ ”
She replied, “I have a home among my own people.”
14 “What can be done for her?” Elisha asked.

Gehazi said, “She has no son, and her husband is old.”
15 Then Elisha said, “Call her.” So he called her, and she stood in the doorway.
16 “About this time next year,” Elisha said, “you will hold a son in your arms.”
“No, my lord!” she objected. “Please, man of God, don’t mislead your servant!”
17 But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she
gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What two amazing miracles did God do through Elisha in this reading?
For the grownups: What is the double purpose of the Lord having his prophets and
apostles perform miracles?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Praise the one who breaks the darkness
With a liberating light;
Praise the one who frees the pris'ners,
Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the one who preached the gospel,
Healing ev'ry dread disease,
Calming storms and feeding thousands
With the Father's word of peace.
(353)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Therefore, to avoid this vice we should note that no one is allowed publicly to judge
and reprove his neighbor, although he may see him sin, unless he have a command to
judge and to reprove. For there is a great diﬀerence between these two things, judging
sin and knowing sin. You may indeed know it, but you are not to judge it. I can indeed
see and hear that my neighbor sins, but I have no command to report it to others. Now,
if I rush in, judging and passing sentence, I fall into a sin which is greater than his. But if
you know it, do nothing else than turn your ears into a grave and cover it, until you are
appointed to be judge and to punish by virtue of your oﬃce.

