Monday August 3, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 48
Leader:
Family:

12 Just

The LORD is great. He deserves to be praised
In the city of our God, on his holy mountain.
Inside your temple, O God, we meditate on your mercy.
Your praise, O God, reaches to the ends of the earth.
For this God is our God forever and ever.
He will guide us beyond death. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body,
so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that
reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the
sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell
be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is,
there are many parts, but one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to
the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat
with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the
body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be
no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If
one part suﬀers, every part suﬀers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: In what way is Jesus’ Church like the human body?

For the grownups: How does the human body analogy depict the vital
interdependence of every believer with each other?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.
(CW494:1,3)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.*
*Note that the words in the video diﬀer slightly from the hymnal.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
As, for instance, to explain this somewhat grossly for the common people, that it may
be seen how godly we are: When a manservant or maid-servant does not serve
faithfully in the house, and does damage, or allows it to be done when it could be
prevented, or otherwise ruins and neglects the goods entrusted to him, from indolence,
idleness, or malice, to the spite and vexation of master and mistress, and in whatever
way this can be done purposely (for I do not speak of what happens from oversight
and against one's will), you can in a year abscond thirty, forty florins, which if another
had taken secretly or carried away, he would be hanged with the rope. But here you
[while conscious of such a great theft] may even bid defiance and become insolent,
and no one dare call you a thief.

