Tuesday August 25, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 27
Leader:
Family:

17 When

One thing I ask from the LORD. This is what I seek:
That I live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life.
To gaze on the beauty of the LORD,
And to seek him in his temple.
Yes, he will hide me in his shelter on the day of trouble.
He will hide me in his tent. He will set me high on a rock. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Kings 18:17-39

he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”
have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s
family have. You have abandoned the Lord’s commands and have followed the Baals.
19 Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring
the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah,
who eat at Jezebel’s table.”
20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount
Carmel. 21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”
But the people said nothing.
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal
has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose
one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set
fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then
you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who
answers by fire—he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first,
since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.”
26 So they took the bull given them and prepared it.
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!”
they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around
the altar they had made.
27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god!
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be
awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and
spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they
continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there
was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.
18 “I

30 Then

Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he
repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones,
one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had
come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the
name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of
seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he
said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the oﬀering and on the
wood.”
34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.
“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The water ran down
around the altar and even filled the trench.
36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and
that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me,
Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are
turning their hearts back again.”
38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones
and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.
39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—he is God!
The Lord—he is God!”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What was the challenge Elijah proposed to the people and the prophets
of Baal?
For the grownups: Contrast the prophets of Baal’s prayer and Elijah’s prayer. Why are
they so diﬀerent?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me

this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
All praise to God who reigns above,
The God of all creation,
The God of wonders, pow'r, and love,
The God of our salvation!
With healing balm my soul he fills,
The God who ev'ry sorrow stills -To God all praise and glory!
All who confess Christ's holy name,
To God give praise and glory!
All who the Father's pow'r proclaim,
To God give praise and glory!
All idols under foot be trod;
The Lord is God! The Lord is God!
To God all praise and glory!
(236:1,4)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
Now, this appears as if it were of little concern to us at present; but with the Jews it
was quite a common and ordinary matter. For the people were organized under an

excellent and regular government; and where there is still such a government,
instances of this sin will not be wanting. The cause of it is that where judges,
burgomasters, princes, or others in authority sit in judgment, things never fail to go
according to the course of the world; namely, men do not like to oﬀend anybody, flatter,
and speak to gain favor, money, prospects, or friendship; and in consequence a poor
man and his cause must be oppressed, denounced as wrong, and suﬀer punishment.
And it is a common calamity in the world that in courts of justice there seldom preside
godly men.

