Monday August 24, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 68
Leader:
Family:

29 In

Our God is a God who saves.
From God the LORD comes escape from death.
You are awesome, O God, from your sanctuary.
The God of Israel, he is the one who gives power and strength to the
people. Blessed be God! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 1 Kings 16:29-33, 17:1-5

the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of
Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-two years. 30 Ahab son of Omri did
more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. 31 He not only
considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married
Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and
worship him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria.
33 Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to arouse the anger of the Lord, the
God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before him.
17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God
of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years
except at my word.”
2 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in
the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have
directed the ravens to supply you with food there.”
5 So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the
Jordan, and stayed there.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did the Lord use to feed his prophet Elijah during he drought?
For the grownups: What was God trying to show wicked King Ahab about Baal by
sending such a severe drought and famine? (Hint: Baal was a Canaanite god believed
to control rain and fertility.)

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
We thank you for your blessings, Almighty Lord, our King;
We thank you for the harvests, Yes, Lord, for ev'rything:
For flow'rs that bloom in springtime, For rip'ning fruit and grain,
For all the precious sunshine, And for the gentle rain.
But best of all your blessings, The rainbow of your love,
Are all the many mercies Your Word brings from above.
Our life now has full meaning – Christ Jesus is our God!
Thanksgiving shall be living The way the Savior trod.
(615:1,3)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.*
*Note: The video is for another hymn which shares the same tune.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Over and above our own body, spouse, and temporal possessions, we have yet
another treasure, namely, honor and good report [the illustrious testimony of an upright
and unsullied name and reputation], with which we cannot dispense. For it is
intolerable to live among men in open shame and general contempt. Therefore God
wishes the reputation, good name, and upright character of our neighbor to be taken
away or diminished as little as his money and possessions, that everyone may stand in
his integrity before wife, children, servants, and neighbors. And in the first place, we
take the plainest meaning of this commandment according to the words (Thou shalt
not bear false witness), as pertaining to the public courts of justice, where a poor
innocent man is accused and oppressed by false witnesses in order to be punished in
his body, property, or honor.

