
Friday August 21, 2020 

Opening 
Selected verses from Psalm 81 

Leader:	 If only my people would listen to me,

Family: If only Israel would walk in my ways, 

I would subdue their enemies quickly.

I would turn my hand against their foes.  
Those who hate the LORD would cower before him,

And their time of punishment would last forever. 
But he would feed Israel with eh best wheat.

With honey from the rock I would satisfy you. Amen. 

Bible Reading - Galatians 6:11-18 
11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! 

12 Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel 

you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for 
the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want 
you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 14 May 
I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow 
this rule—to the Israel of God. 


17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of 
Jesus. 


18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. 
Amen.


Questions for Discussion 
Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion 

does not have to be lengthy. 

For the kids: What is the only thing Paul is willing to boast about? 
 
For the grownups: Why is Paul so adamant in speaking against the people who were 
teaching that believers must be circumcised to keep the law? 



Prayer 
Luther’s Morning Prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin 
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

or 
Luther’s Evening Prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me 
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your 
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the 

family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the 
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name. 

Blessing 
Leader:	 The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve us.

	 Amen. 

Hymn 
Read or sing the hymn verse as a family. 

Your cross, not mine, O Christ, Has borne the dreadful load 
Of sins that none could bear But the incarnate God. 

To whom but you, Who can alone For sin atone, 
Lord, shall I flee? 

  
Your righteousness, O Christ, Alone can cover me; 

No other righteousness Can set a sinner free. 
To whom but you, Who can alone For sin atone, 

Lord, shall I flee? 
 (401:3,5) 

A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

https://youtu.be/igzVLDX_yZk


Large Catechism Study 
Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism. 

Let this suffice as an explanation of what stealing is, that it be not taken too narrowly, 
but made to extend as far as we have to do with our neighbors. And briefly, in a 
summary, as in the former commandments, it is herewith forbidden, in the first place, to 
do our neighbor any injury or wrong (in whatever manner supposable, by curtailing, 
forestalling, and withholding his possessions and property), or even to consent or allow 
such a thing, but to interpose and prevent it. And, on the other hand, it is commanded 
that we advance and improve his possessions, and in case he suffers want, that we 
help, communicate, and lend both to friends and foes. 


