Thursday August 20, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 74
Leader:
Family:

Why do you stay angry to the end, O God?
Why does your anger smoke against the flock in your pasture?
Remember you community that you purchased long ago,
The tribe that you redeemed to be your possession.
Rise up, O God, and prosecute your case.
Remember how the fools mocked you all day long.
Do not forget the sound of your foes,
The uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up continually.
Amen.

Bible Reading - Galatians 5:1-15
5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ
will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be
circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be
justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope.
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the
truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little
yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you
will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may
be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching
circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the oﬀense of the cross has
been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and
emasculate themselves!
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is
fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite
and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: For what does God want us to use our Christian freedom?
For the grownups: Agree/Disagree: “God wants us to stand up for our freedoms.”

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
You loved me first, Lord, sending me Jesus.
Then I responded, trusting your Son.
Now you invite me to love my neighbor,
Showing your true love to ev’ryone.

Love among Christians, love in the fam'ly,
Love for the Savior, whose blood was shed,
Love and submission one to another
As unto Christ, who reigns as our head.
(505:2,4)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
We have exhorted, warned, and protested enough; he who will not heed or believe it
may go on until he learns this by experience. Yet it must be impressed upon the young
that they may be careful not to follow the old lawless crowd, but keep their eyes fixed
upon God's commandment, lest His wrath and punishment come upon them too. It
behooves us to do no more than to instruct and reprove with God's Word; but to check
such open wantonness there is need of the princes and government, who themselves
would have eyes and the courage to establish and maintain order in all manner of trade
and commerce, lest the poor be burdened and oppressed nor they themselves be
loaded with other men's sins.

