Wednesday August 19, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 88
Leader:
Family:

O LORD, the God who saves me, by day I cry out.
At night I cry before you.
May my prayer come before you.
Turn your ear to my cry.
Indeed, my soul has had its fill of troubles,
And my life has arrived at the grave.
Your wrath presses against me.
You have battered me with all your breakers.
I call to you, O LORD, every day.
I spread out my hands to you. Amen.

8 Formerly,

Bible Reading - Galatians 4:8-20

when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are
not gods. 9 But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is it that
you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces? Do you wish to be enslaved
by them all over again? 10 You are observing special days and months and seasons and
years! 11 I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my eﬀorts on you.
12 I plead with you, brothers and sisters, become like me, for I became like you. You
did me no wrong. 13 As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the
gospel to you, 14 and even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me
with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I
were Christ Jesus himself. 15 Where, then, is your blessing of me now? I can testify
that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to
me. 16 Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth?
17 Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to
alienate you from us, so that you may have zeal for them. 18 It is fine to be zealous,
provided the purpose is good, and to be so always, not just when I am with you. 19 My
dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in
you, 20 how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am
perplexed about you!

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What is the goal of the false teachers trying to win the Galatians over?
For the grownups: What stands out to you the most about Paul’s loving concern for
the Galatians as they struggle not to follow false teachers?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure
Teach me highly to regard.
All else, though it first give pleasure,
Is a yoke that presses hard.
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving
No true, lasting happiness ever deriving.
This one thing is needful; all others are vain–
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain.
(290)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
But beware of this: When the poor man comes to you (of whom there are so many
now) who must buy with the penny of his daily wages and live upon it, and you are
harsh to him, as though everyone lived by your favor, and you skin and scrape to the
bone, and, besides, with pride and haughtiness turn him oﬀ to whom you ought to give
for nothing, he will go away wretched and sorrowful, and since he can complain to no
one, he will cry and call to heaven, then beware (I say again) as of the devil himself. For
such groaning and calling will be no jest, but will have a weight that will prove too
heavy for you and all the world. For it will reach Him who takes care of the poor
sorrowful hearts, and will not allow them to go unavenged. But if you despise this and
become defiant, see whom you have brought upon you: if you succeed and prosper,
you may before all the world call God and me a liar.

