Tuesday August 18, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 17
Leader:
Family:

I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
Turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.
Show me the wonders of your great love,
You who save by your right hand
Keep me as the apple of your eye;
Hide me in the shadow of your wings
From the wicked who are out to destroy me,
From my mortal enemies who surround me.
As for me, I will be vindicated and will see your face;
When I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. Alleluia!

Bible Reading - Galatians 3:1-14
3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ
was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you
receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so
foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of
the flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I
ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law,
or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness.”
7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture
foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in
advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed
is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous
will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person
who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a
pole.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the
Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the
Spirit.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why can you call Abraham your father?
For the grownups: Contrast and compare the law vs. the gospel. What is the message
of each? What do each show? What is the result of each in our hearts?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood From thy riven side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill thy law's demands.
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save and thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress, Helpless, look to thee for grace.
Foul, I to the fountain fly -- Wash me, Savior, or I die!
(389:1-3)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
And, in short, if you steal much, depend upon it that again as much will be stolen from
you; and he who robs and acquires with violence and wrong will submit to one who
shall deal after the same fashion with him. For God is master of this art, that since
everyone robs and steals from the other, He punishes one thief by means of another.
Elsewhere should we find enough gallows and ropes?
Now, whoever is willing to be instructed, let him know that this is the commandment of
God, and that it must not be treated as a jest. For although you despise us, defraud,
steal, and rob, we will indeed manage to endure your haughtiness, suﬀer, and,
according to the Lord's Prayer, forgive and show pity; for we know that the godly shall
nevertheless have enough, and you injure yourself more than another.

