Monday August 17, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 55
Leader:
Family:

Lord, confuse the wicked, confound their words,
For I see violence and strife in the city.
As for me, I call to God,
And the LORD saves me.
Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous be shaken. Amen.

Bible Reading - Galatians 2:1-21
2 Then after fourteen years, I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I
took Titus along also. 2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with
those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the
Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race in
vain. 3 Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even
though he was a Greek. 4 This matter arose because some false believers had
infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us
slaves. 5 We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might
be preserved for you.
6 As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no
diﬀerence to me; God does not show favoritism—they added nothing to my message.
7 On the contrary, they recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching
the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. 8 For God,
who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as
an apostle to the Gentiles. 9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to
me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 10 All
they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had
been eager to do all along.
11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood
condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.
13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas
was led astray.
14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to
Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a
Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

15 “We

who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not
justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our
faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of
the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.
17 “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the
sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I
destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.
19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do
not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law,
Christ died for nothing!”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: For whom does Paul live?
For the grownups: How would Christ’s death be rendered worthless if righteousness
could be gained through the law?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
The law commands and makes us know
What duties to our God we owe,
But ’tis the gospel must reveal
Where lies our strength to do his will.
My soul, no more attempt to draw
Your life and comfort from the law.
Flee to the hope the gospel gives;
The one who trusts the promise lives.
(CW286:1,4)
A recording of this hymn tune can be found on YouTube.*
*(Note that the video is for the hymn All People That on Earth Do Dwell, which shares
the same tune as Hymn 286.)
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
And indeed, we see and experience this being fulfilled daily before our eyes, that no
stolen or dishonestly acquired possession thrives. How many there are who rake and
scrape day and night, and yet grow not a farthing richer! And though they gather much,
they must suﬀer so many plagues and misfortunes that they cannot relish it with
cheerfulness nor transmit it to their children. But as no one minds it, and we go on as
though it did not concern us, God must visit us in a diﬀerent way and teach us
manners by imposing one taxation after another, or billeting a troop of soldiers upon
us, who in one hour empty our coﬀers and purses, and do not quit as long as we have
a farthing left, and in addition, by way of thanks, burn and devastate house and home,
and outrage and kill wife and children.

