Saturday August 15, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 12
Leader:
Family:

Because of the oppression of the weak
And the groaning of the needy,
“I will now arise,” says the LORD.
“I will protect them from those who malign them.”
And the words of the LORD are flawless
Like silver refined in a furnace of clay purified seven times.
O LORD, you will sleep us safe
And protect us from such people forever. Amen.

Bible Reading - Galatians 1:1-24

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the
Father, who raised him from the dead—2 and all the brothers and sisters with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who
gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of
our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a diﬀerent gospel—7 which is really no gospel at
all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other
than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to
please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of
human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it
by revelation from Jesus Christ.
13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the
traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb
and called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might
preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human
being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but
I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.

18 Then

after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and
stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the
Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie.
21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of
Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly
persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they praised
God because of me.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: From whom had Paul learned the gospel?
For the grownups: Put Paul’s defense of his preaching in your own words.

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
To God be the glory; great things he has done!
He so loved the world that he gave us his Son,
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory -- great things he has done!
(CW399)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
No more shall all the rest prosper who change the open free market into a carrion pit of
extortion and a den of robbery, where the poor are daily overcharged, new burdens and
high prices are imposed, and everyone uses the market according to his caprice, and
is even defiant and brags as though it were his fair privilege and right to sell his goods
for as high a price as he please, and no one had a right to say a word against it. We will
indeed look on and let these people skin, pinch, and hoard, but we will trust in God,who will, however, do this of His own accord,- that, after you have been skinning and
scraping for a long time, He will pronounce such a blessing on your gains that your
grain in the garner, your beer in the cellar, your cattle in the stalls shall perish; yea,
where you have cheated and overcharged any one to the amount of a florin, your entire
pile shall be consumed with rust, so that you shall never enjoy it.

