Friday August 14, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 62
Leader:
Family:

My soul rests quietly in God alone.
My salvation is from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress.
I will not be disturbed.
My salvation and my honor depend on God, my strong rock.
My refuge is in God.
Trust in him at all times, you people. Pour out your hearts before him.
God is a refuge for us. Alleluia!

19 Have

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 12:19-13:13

you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you?
We have been speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we do,
dear friends, is for your strengthening. 20 For I am afraid that when I come I may not
find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that
there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance
and disorder. 21 I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble me before you,
and I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the
impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.
13 This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.” 2 I already gave you a warning when I was with
you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: On my return I will not spare those
who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is
speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.
4 For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power. Likewise,
we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him in our dealing with you.
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you
not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I trust
that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you
will not do anything wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but
so that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we
cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad whenever we
are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is that you may be fully restored. 10 This is
why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be
harsh in my use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not
for tearing you down.

11 Finally,

brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one
another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.
12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s people here send their greetings.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: With what instructions does Paul end his letter to the believers in
Corinth?
For the grownups: Why are pastors like Paul personally humbled and grieved by sins
committed by members of their congregations?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
May we your precepts, Lord, fulfill
And do on earth our Father's will
As angels do above,
Still walk in Christ, the living way,
With all your children, and obey
The law of Christian love.
(CW458)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
But reflect what you will gain when, having come into your own property and being set
up in your home (to which God will help with all misfortunes), it [your perfidy] will bob
up again and come home to you, and you will find that where you have cheated or
done injury to the value of one mite, you will have to pay thirty again.
Such shall be the lot also of mechanics and day- laborers of whom we are now obliged
to hear and suﬀer such intolerable maliciousness, as though they were noblemen in
another's possessions, and everyone were obliged to give them what they demand.
Just let them continue practicing their exactions as long as they can; but God will not
forget His commandment, and will reward them according as they have served, and
will hang them, not upon a green gallows, but upon a dry one, so that all their life they
shall neither prosper nor accumulate anything. And indeed, if there were a well-ordered
government in the land, such wantonness might soon be checked and prevented, as
was the custom in ancient times among the Romans, where such characters were
promptly seized by the pate in a way that others took warning.

