Thursday August 13, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 19
Leader:
Family:

The heavens tell about the glory of God.
The expanse of the sky proclaims the work of his hands.
Their voice goes out into all the earth,
And their word reaches the end of the world.
The just decrees of the LORD are truth.
They are altogether righteous.
Yes, by them your servant is warned.
In keeping them there is great reward.
May the speech from my mouth and the thoughts in my heart
Be pleasing to you, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 11:1-18
11 I hope you will put up with me in a little foolishness. Yes, please put up with me! 2 I
am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so
that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was
deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a
Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a diﬀerent spirit from the
Spirit you received, or a diﬀerent gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it
easily enough.
5 I do not think I am in the least inferior to those “super-apostles.” 6 I may indeed be
untrained as a speaker, but I do have knowledge. We have made this perfectly clear to
you in every way. 7 Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by
preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other churches by
receiving support from them so as to serve you. 9 And when I was with you and needed
something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia
supplied what I needed. I have kept myself from being a burden to you in any way, and
will continue to do so. 10 As surely as the truth of Christ is in me, nobody in the regions
of Achaia will stop this boasting of mine. 11 Why? Because I do not love you? God
knows I do!
12 And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under
those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast
about. 13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as
apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of
light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of
righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

16 I

repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then tolerate me just as you
would a fool, so that I may do a little boasting. 17 In this self-confident boasting I am not
talking as the Lord would, but as a fool. 18 Since many are boasting in the way the
world does, I too will boast.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why is false teaching so dangerous?
For the grownups: For what reason(s) does Paul defend himself against the the false
teachers known as “super apostles?”

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Preserve your Word, O Savior, To us this latter day.
And let your kingdom flourish; Enlarge your Church, we pray.
Oh, keep our faith from failing; Keep hope's bright star aglow.
Let nothing turn us from you While wand'ring here below.
Preserve your Word and preaching, The truth that makes us whole,
The mirror of your glory, The pow'r that saves the soul.
Oh, may this living water, This spring of heav'nly grace,
Sustain us while here living Until we see your face.
(CW289)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
He now who wantonly despises this may indeed pass along and escape the hangman,
but he shall not escape the wrath and punishment of God; and when he has long
practised his defiance and arrogance, he shall yet remain a tramp and beggar, and, in
addition, have all plagues and misfortune. Now you are going your way [wherever your
heart's pleasure calls you] while you ought to preserve the property of your master and
mistress, for which service you fill your crop and maw, take your wages like a thief,
have people treat you as a nobleman; for there are many that are even insolent towards
their masters and mistresses, and are unwilling to do them a favor or service by which
to protect them from loss.

