Wednesday August 12, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 81
(God longs for his people to listen to him.)
Leader:
Family:

If only my people would listen to me,
If only Israel would walk in my ways,
I would subdue their enemies quickly.
I would turn my hand against their foes.
Those who hate the LORD would cower before him,
And their time of punishment would last forever.
But he would feed Israel with eh best wheat.
With honey from the rock I would satisfy you. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 10:1-18
10 By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid”
when face to face with you, but “bold” toward you when away! 2 I beg you that when I
come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think
that we live by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not
wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and
we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to
punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.
7 You are judging by appearances. If anyone is confident that they belong to Christ,
they should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as they do. 8 So even
if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up
rather than tearing you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9 I do not want to seem to be
trying to frighten you with my letters. 10 For some say, “His letters are weighty and
forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.”
11 Such people should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we
will be in our actions when we are present.
12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend
themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves
with themselves, they are not wise. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits,
but will confine our boasting to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a
sphere that also includes you. 14 We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be
the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of
Christ. 15 Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our
hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of activity among you will

greatly expand, 16 so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we
do not want to boast about work already done in someone else’s territory. 17 But, “Let
the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who commends himself
who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does Paul say is the only good thing to boast about?
For the grownups: In what ways do believers “wage war” diﬀerently from people of the
world?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God.
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.
(CW125:2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
No more shall all the rest prosper who change the open free market into a carrion pit of
extortion and a den of robbery, where the poor are daily overcharged, new burdens and
high prices are imposed, and everyone uses the market according to his caprice, and
is even defiant and brags as though it were his fair privilege and right to sell his goods
for as high a price as he please, and no one had a right to say a word against it. We will
indeed look on and let these people skin, pinch, and hoard, but we will trust in God,who will, however, do this of His own accord,- that, after you have been skinning and
scraping for a long time, He will pronounce such a blessing on your gains that your
grain in the garner, your beer in the cellar, your cattle in the stalls shall perish; yea,
where you have cheated and overcharged any one to the amount of a florin, your entire
pile shall be consumed with rust, so that you shall never enjoy it.

