Tuesday August 11, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 8
Leader:
Family:

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Set this glory of yours above the heavens.
Whenever I look up at your heavens, the works of your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which you have set in place—
What is man that you remember him,
The son of man that you pay attention to him!
Nevertheless, you make him suﬀer need,
But you crown him with glory and honor.
You make him the ruler over the works of your hands.
You put everything under his feet:
O LORD, our Lord,
How majestic is your name in all the earth! Alleluia!

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I
know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians,
telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm
has stirred most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our
boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready,
as I said you would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you
unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of having been so
confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and
finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as
a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12 This

service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service
by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to
God for his indescribable gift!

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: How does God want his believers to give oﬀerings and gifts?
For the grownups: How does Paul say that generous giving is good for both those
who give and those who receive?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
We give thee but thine own,
Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us,
To thee our firstfruits give.
(CW485:1,2)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
But reflect what you will gain when, having come into your own property and being set
up in your home (to which God will help with all misfortunes), it [your perfidy] will bob
up again and come home to you, and you will find that where you have cheated or
done injury to the value of one mite, you will have to pay thirty again.
Such shall be the lot also of mechanics and day- laborers of whom we are now obliged
to hear and suﬀer such intolerable maliciousness, as though they were noblemen in
another's possessions, and everyone were obliged to give them what they demand.
238] Just let them continue practicing their exactions as long as they can; but God will
not forget His commandment, and will reward them according as they have served,
and will hang them, not upon a green gallows, but upon a dry one, so that all their life
they shall neither prosper nor accumulate anything. And indeed, if there were a wellordered government in the land, such wantonness might soon be checked and
prevented, as was the custom in ancient times among the Romans, where such
characters were promptly seized by the pate in a way that others took warning.

