Monday August 10, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 54
Leader:
Family:

God, save me by your name.
By your power judge me justly.
For strangers have risen up against me.
Ruthless men seek my life. They pay no attention to God.
Indeed, God is my helper.
The Lord is the one who preserves my life.
I will praise your name, O LORD, because it is good.
Surely, from all my distress he has delivered me. Amen.

Bible Reading - 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
8 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave
as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.
5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord,
and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made
a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in
the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich.
10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you
were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it,
according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but
that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they
need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it
is written: “The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who
gathered little did not have too little.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does Paul say the goal is in giving to care for each other?
For the grownups: Evaluate Paul’s instructions on giving/caring for others. How might
some of these ideas be particularly challenging, especially to Americans? Is what God
asks of believers unreasonable?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Lord, you love the cheerful giver
Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river
That refreshes all the land.
Grant us, then, the grace of giving
With a spirit large and true
That our life and all our living
We may consecrate to you.
(CW489)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Large Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Large Catechism.
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT (Continued)
He now who wantonly despises this may indeed pass along and escape the hangman,
but he shall not escape the wrath and punishment of God; and when he has long
practised his defiance and arrogance, he shall yet remain a tramp and beggar, and, in
addition, have all plagues and misfortune. Now you are going your way [wherever your
heart's pleasure calls you] while you ought to preserve the property of your master and
mistress, for which service you fill your crop and maw, take your wages like a thief,
have people treat you as a nobleman; for there are many that are even insolent towards
their masters and mistresses, and are unwilling to do them a favor or service by which
to protect them from loss.

