Monday April 6, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 22
Leader:
Family:

In you our fathers trusted.
They trusted and you delivered them.
They cried out to you and they were rescued.
They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed
O LORD, do not be distant.
O my Strength, come quickly to help me. Amen.

Bible Reading - Jeremiah 7:1-15
1This

is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Stand at the gate of the Lord’s
house and there proclaim this message:
“ ‘Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah who come through these gates
to worship the Lord. 3 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform
your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place. 4 Do not trust in
deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord!” 5 If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with
each other justly, 6 if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and
do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own
harm, 7 then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever and
ever. 8 But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless.
9 “ ‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and
follow other gods you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this
house, which bears my Name, and say, “We are safe”—safe to do all these detestable
things? 11 Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But
I have been watching! declares the Lord.
12 “ ‘Go now to the place in Shiloh where I first made a dwelling for my Name, and
see what I did to it because of the wickedness of my people Israel. 13 While you were
doing all these things, declares the Lord, I spoke to you again and again, but you did not
listen; I called you, but you did not answer. 14 Therefore, what I did to Shiloh I will now
do to the house that bears my Name, the temple you trust in, the place I gave to you
and your ancestors. 15 I will thrust you from my presence, just as I did all your fellow
Israelites, the people of Ephraim.’

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.

For the kids: In this passage, who did the Word of the Lord come to?
For the grownups: Why is it so important to follow the Lord's message?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
We sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day;
The moon shines, too, at his command,
And all the stars obey.
Lord, how your wonders are displayed
Each time we turn our eyes
To view the ground on which we tread
Or gaze upon the skies.
(CW 261 vv2,4)
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
What does this mean?
God's good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in this
petition that it may be done among us also.
How is God's will done?
God's will is done when he breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the devil,
the world and our sinful flesh, which try to prevent us from keeping God's name holy
and letting his kingdom come. And God's will is done when he strengthens and keeps
us firm in his word and in the faith as long as we live. This is his good and gracious
will.

