Friday April 3, 2020

Opening

Leader:
Family:

Selected verses from Psalm 120
I call on the LORD in my distress,
And he answers me.
Save me, O LORD, from lying lips
And from deceitful tongues.
I call on the LORD in my distress,
And he answers me. Alleluia!

35 Then

Bible Reading - John 12:35-43

Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer.
Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the
dark does not know where they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the
light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus
left and hid himself from them.
Belief and Unbelief Among the Jews
37 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would
not believe in him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:
“Lord, who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39 For

this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:

40 “He

has blinded their eyes
and hardened their hearts,
so they can neither see with their eyes,
nor understand with their hearts,
nor turn—and I would heal them.”
41 Isaiah

said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.
at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because
of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be
put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God.
42 Yet

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What does Jesus mean by the Light and the Darkness?

For the grownups: Why is the Jews's rejection of Jesus so egregious?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Take the world, but give me Jesus!
All its joys are but a name.
But his love abides forever,
Through eternal years the same.
Oh, the height and depth of mercy;
Oh, the length and breadth of love!
Oh, the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless life above!
(CW 355)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
Hallowed be your name.
What does this mean?
God's name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this petition that we too may keep
it holy.
How is God's name kept holy?
God's name is kept holy when his Word is taught in its truth and purity and we as
children of God lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in
heaven!
But whoever teaches and lives contrary to God's Word dishonors God's
name among us. Keep us from doing this, dear Father in heaven!

