Tuesday April 28, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 91

Leader:
Family:

18 For

One who lives in the shelter of the Most High
Will stay in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say to the LORD,
“My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”
If you make the Most High your shelter,
Evil will not overtake you.
Yes, he will give a command to his angels concerning you,
To guard you in all your ways.
They will lift you up in their hands,
So that you will not strike your foot against a stone. Amen.

Bible Reading - John 5:18–30

this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.
Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.
21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life
to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has
entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I
tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to
judge because he is the Son of Man.
28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves
will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live,
and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do
nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself
but him who sent me.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Who is Jesus’ Father?
For the grownups: Jesus’ opponents were angry with him for claiming to be equal to
God the Father. For what reason(s) is it comforting to us that Jesus is true God and
equal with God the Father?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in his shadow for life,
Say to the Lord: "My refuge, My rock in whom I trust!"
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,

Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of his hand.
(CW 440)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Reception of Holy Communion
Fourth: Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament?
Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is properly
prepared who believes these words, "Given” and “poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins."
But whoever does not believe these words or doubts them is not prepared, because
the words "for you" require nothing but hearts that believe.

