Friday April 24, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 110
(In this somewhat cryptic psalm David depicts a
conversation between God the Father and Jesus.)
Leader:
Family:

The decree of the LORD to my lord: “Sit at my right hand
Until I make your enemies a footstool under your feet.”
The LORD will stretch out your strong scepter from Zion.
Rule in the midst of your enemies.
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever, in the manner of Melchizedek.” Amen.

34 “My

Bible Reading - John 4:34–38

food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work.
you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who
reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the
reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true.
38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work,
and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
35 Don’t

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What is the food Jesus is talking about in v.34?
For the grownups: What encouragement is there in what Jesus says in v. 35?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or

Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Hark! the voice of Jesus crying, "Who will go and work today?
Fields are ripe and harvests waiting; Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward he oﬀers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying, "Here am I -- send me, send me?"
(CW 573)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Institution of Holy Communion
First: What is the sacrament of Holy Communion?
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink.
Where is this written?
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and the Apostle Paul tell us, "Our Lord
Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of me." Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it,
in remembrance of me."

