
Wednesday April 22, 2020 

Opening 
Selected verses from Psalm 85 

Leader:	 You removed the guilt of your people.

Family: You covered all their sin. 
	 Restore us, O God who saves us.

	 Put an end to your indignation with us. 

Show us your mercy, O LORD,

And give us your salvation. 

	 I will hear what the true God, the LORD, will say.

He indeed speaks peace to his people, to his favored ones. Amen. 

Bible Reading - Jonah 3:1-10 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 
large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey 
into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The 
Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to 
the least, put on sackcloth.

6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off 
his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the 
proclamation he issued in Nineveh:

“By the decree of the king and his nobles:

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or 
drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? 
God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.”

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented 
and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.


Questions for Discussion 
Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion 

does not have to be lengthy. 



For the kids: In verse 4, what did Jonah announce was going to happen to Nineveh?  
Why didn’t God do what the prophet said? (Look at verse 10.) 

For the grownups: Jonah was following God’s command. How are we like Jonah in 
this regard? How can we do this? (Read Mark 16:15 & Matthew 28: 19,20) 

Prayer 
Luther’s Morning Prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin 
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

or 
Luther’s Evening Prayer: 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me 
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your 
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the 

family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the 
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name. 

Blessing 
Leader:	 The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve us.

	 Amen. 

Hymn 
Read or sing the hymn  verse as a family. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built 
And you fill the earth with your glory. 
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A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube. 

https://youtu.be/my90e3a_nlM


_____________________________________________________________ 

Catechism Study 
Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism. 

THE USE OF THE KEYS AND CONFESSION 

Confession 
Third:  How can we recognize these sins? 
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments.  Are you a father, 
mother, son, daughter, employer or employee?  Have you been disobedient, unfaithful 
or lazy?  Have you hurt anyone by word or deed?  Have you been dishonest, careless, 
wasteful or done other wrong?


