Thursday April 2, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 119
Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,
Who walk according to the law of the LORD.
Oh that my ways were steadfast
In obeying your decrees!
I run in the path of your commands,
For you have set my heart free. Amen.

Leader:
Family:

Bible Reading - John 12:12-19
12 The

next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was
on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”
14 Jesus

found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

15 “Do

not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.”

16 At

first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did
they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had
been done to him.
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and
raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they
had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees
said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has
gone after him!”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: Why were the people shouting “Hosanna!"?

For the grownups: What comfort can we take in knowing that the sinful eﬀorts of the
Pharisees ultimately failed?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel And David's royal Son,
Now in the Lord's name coming, Our King and blessed one.
(CW 131)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.

The Address of the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven.
What does this mean?
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that he is our true Father and that
we are his true children, so that we may pray to him as boldly and confidently as dear
children ask their dear father.

