Saturday April 11, 2020

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 70
Leader:
Family:

Hurry, God! Rescue me!
LORD, hurry to help me!
May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
May those who love your salvation always say, “Let God be exalted!”
God, hurry to me. You are my help and my deliverer.
O LORD, do not delay. Amen.

Bible Reading - John 19:38–42
38 Later,

Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a
disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s
permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus,
the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped
it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial
customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the
garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish
day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What did Joseph and Nicodemus do with Jesus' body?
For the grownups: Why is it vital that Jesus' body was buried and not just tossed into
a garbage heap?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I

commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
Early hasten to the tomb
Where they laid his breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom.
Who has taken him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes.
Savior, teach us so to rise
(CW 104 v4)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Doxology of the Lord’s Prayer
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
What does this mean?
We can be sure that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in heaven and are
heard by him, for he himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised
to hear us. Therefore we say, "Amen," "Yes, it shall be so."

