Friday April 10, 2020
Good Friday

Opening

Selected verses from Psalm 56
Leader:
Family:

On the day when I am afraid, I will trust in you.
In God I praise his word.
In God I trust. I will not fear.
What can flesh do to me?
I will complete my thank oﬀerings to you,
Because you have delivered my life from death. Amen.

25 Near

Bible Reading - John 19:25–37

the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his
home.
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to
Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath.
Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the
Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The
soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with
Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he
was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who
saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth,
and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the
scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”

Questions for Discussion

Take whatever time is necessary or possible to discuss these questions. Discussion
does not have to be lengthy.
For the kids: What are some examples of Jesus's humanity?

For the grownups: What are examples of Old Testament prophesies fulfilled in this
reading?

Prayer
Luther’s Morning Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
or
Luther’s Evening Prayer:
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me
this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
The head of the household may lead other prayers and petitions. The members of the
family may also take turns with their own prayers and petitions. The head of the
household closes the prayer in Jesus’ name.

Leader:

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Hymn

Read or sing the hymn verse as a family.
God was there on Calvary, God the Father’s only Son
Dying that the world might live, There on Calvary.
We were there on Calvary; We were pardoned, saved, set free,
Saved to live eternally – Blessed Calvary!
(CW 140 vv1,6)
A recording of this hymn can be found on YouTube.
_____________________________________________________________

Catechism Study

Optional: Briefly discuss and apply this portion of Luther’s Small Catechism.
The Seventh Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
But deliver us from evil.
What does this mean?
In conclusion, we pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would deliver us from
every evil that threatens body and soul, property and reputation, and finally, when our
last hour comes, grant us a blessed end and graciously take us from this world of
sorrow to himself in heaven.

