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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN 63
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived
among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
FIRST LESSON
Micah 5:2-5a
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, from you, will go
out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings forth are from the beginning, from
the days of eternity. Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when the woman who is
in labor bears a child. Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of
Israel. He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of
the Lord his God. They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.
This one will be their peace.
HYMN 40, vv 1 & 5
O Jesus Christ, Your manger is
My paradise where my soul is reclining.
For there, O Lord, We find the Word
Made flesh for us -- your grace is brightly shining.
The world may hold Her wealth and gold;
But you, my heart, keep Christ as your true treasure.
To him hold fast Until at last
A crown is yours and honor in full measure.
SECOND LESSON
Hebrews 2:10-18
Certainly it was fitting for God (the one for whom and through whom everything exists), in leading
many sons to glory, to bring the author of their salvation to his goal through sufferings. For he
who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified all have one Father. For that reason, he is not
ashamed to call them brothers. He says: I will declare your name to my brothers. Within the
congregation I will sing your praise. And again: I will trust in him. And again: Here I am and the
children God has given me. Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the
same flesh and blood, so that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death
(that is, the Devil) and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For
surely he was not concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s offspring. For this
reason, he had to become like his brothers in every way, in order that he would be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the sins of the people.
Indeed, because he suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
John 7:40-43
After hearing his words, some of the people said, “This is truly the Prophet.” Others said, “This
is the Christ.” But some said, “Surely the Christ does not come from Galilee, does he? Doesn’t

the Scripture say that the Christ comes from David’s descendants and from the little town of
Bethlehem where David lived?” So the people were divided because of him.
HYMN OF THE DAY 65
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, The angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing To God the King And peace to all the earth.
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
SERMON
Micah 5:2-5a
BETHLEHEM NATIVE WILL ACHIEVE WORLD-WIDE GREATNESS
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE HYMN 54
Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel's word,
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.
In that unlikely place I find him as they said:
Sweet newborn babe, how frail! and in a manger bed,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.
How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.
Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned
Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

♫ Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory.
Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
Amen.
Distribution
Prayer
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for
his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of
your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C:

Amen.

Announcements

HYMN 64
Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son has given.
To this vale of tears he comes,
Here to serve in sadness,
That with him in heav'n's fair homes
We may reign in gladness.
We are rich, for he was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.
O Lord Christ, our Savior dear,
Bless us and be near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us!
(Hymns used with permission obtained from One License with license #A-715074 )

The Altar Flowers are placed in honor of Sandy Speers whose birthday was January 1 and in
loving memory of Bob Speers whose 85th birthday would have been on January 3.
This week at Salem
Sunday
8 & 10:30am
9:30am
1:30pm
Tuesday
10:30am
Wednesday 6:00pm
7:00pm
Thursday 7:00pm

Communion Services
Bible Class
Public School Confirmation Class
Bible Class
Handbells
Bible Information Class
MASK REQUIRED Worship Service

December 20

To Date

Offerings received
FEF/Tuition/ Reg
Other/ Interest
Total:

$ 13,865.79
$
0
$
0
$ 13,865.79

$ 547,509.43
$ 29,837.87
$
1,016.20
$ 578,363.50

Budgetary needs
Difference

$12,588.37
$ 1,279.96

$641,877.33*
-$63,513.83

Owed to internal line of credit: $0

** Budgetary needs are based on our
2020 budget; our expenses in 2020
have been considerably under-budget
due to Covid closures and our Synod
health insurance and pension holiday
of one month and one quarter,
respectively. Our God is good!

